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a reasonable request for an enquiry, except perhaps that of expense, but
we dismiss that from consideration altogether, knowing as we do, how
enquiries after enquiries are granted on much less important matters,
involving a very heavy outlay. We, therefore, trust that this question
will not be allowed to rest, and that it will be made clear to the Colonial
Office by the worthy Knight that the suggested enquiry does not pre-
suppose ill-treatment by the employers, and that it is not intended to
cast the slightest reflection on them. All that is needed is an investigation
into the truth and no more.

Indian Opinion,   30-7-1904
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The report of the meeting of the Town Council of Johannesburg,
which we give in another column, about the housing of Natives and
Asiatics, is interesting reading. It will be remembered that, during the
plague outbreak, the old Location was burned down and the inhabitants
were removed to Klipspruit Camp. Some members of the Council were
of the opinion that it was a good riddance and thought that the Camp was
a permanent Location. They, however, found that, after the isolation
period had expired, the inmates were allowed to remove to town, provided
they could shew dwellings to the satisfaction of the Rand Plague Commit-
tee. It should also be borne in mind that the Indians thus dispossessed
have nothing at all in the shape of a piece of land where they could per-
manently reside. No Location in place of the one burned down has yet
been appointed, and, not possessing the right to own fixed property, they
are obliged to remain in a state of suspense. The report now shews that
the Town Council does not know its own mind. It is yet as far away
from the choice of a suitable site as it ever was, and the position is that,
in the meanwhile, the Indians may be driven from pillar to post at any
mfoment?].1 They have to pay exorbitant rents in the already overcrowded
Malay Location. Their trade is gone. They are without goods, which
have been burnt, and are without compensation. The position is truly
pitiable and not a finger is raised by the Colonial Secretary, who is supposed
to insist on a suitable site being provided for them, while the Town Council
is carrying on profitless discussion on various schemes. When will this
injustice end?
In striking contrast to the indifferent attitude of the Town Council
and the Local Government is the following cablegram published in our
esteemed contemporary's columns, wherein Mr. Lyttelton is reported to
have said:
We could not coerce the inhabitants of the Transvaal to allow the importa-
tion of Indian labour, but we might endeavour to persuade them*
1 The original i$ mutilated.